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I thank you for your letter about the Act of Adjournal (Criminal Procedure (Scotland)
Act 1995 Amendment) (Miscellaneous) 2020. ln that context, may I congratulate you
on your recent appointment as Convenor of the Delegated Powers and Law Reform
Committee.

The Committee asks what plans there are for provisions of the instrument to be taken
out of force once the current pandemic has passed. The end of the pandemic is not
yet knovun. Its impact on the court system will continue long after the medical
emergency has passed. It is therefore impossible to say when the provisions
contailred in the Act of Adjoumal will no longer be necessary.

Having said that, can I add that the provisions were required in order to permit cases

to be adjoumed, and transferred between sheriff courts within a sheriffdom, in bulk
during this panderrric. A jigsaw of powers already existed to adjourn cases and
transfer them. They were not emergency powers. They were created to ensure the
general efficient administration of court business, When attempts were made to use
them to deal with the pandemic, it quickly became apparent that they were
inadequate and the gaps were causing acute operational difficulties.

The provisions in the Act of Adjoumal are the missing pieces of that jigsaw and
permit courts to adjourn and transfer cases in order to meet any operational
challenge. For example, cases could already be transferred between sheriffdoms, but
not to different courts within a sheriffdom. Retaining the provisions in the Act of
Adjournal may be of utility beyond the end of the pandemic and its operational
recovery period. They would remain as useful tools to ensure that the criminal justice
machine operates efficiently in general.
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It is the role of the Criminal Court Rules Council to keep court rules under constant
review in order to ensure the efficient administration of justice. They are well placed
to assess whether the provisions in the Act of Adjoumal should be retained and, if
so, for how long. They will be considering those issues once operations have
recovered to normal. Should the Council recommend revocation, they will be
revoked.
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